
Democrat and Chronicle 12/28/2013 Page : A04

Copyright © 2013 Democrat and Chronicle 12/28/2013 December 30, 2013 12:51 am / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page 
Page 4A Saturday, December 28, 2013 DemocratandChronicle.com

THE SMALL MONEY STORE

3450 WINTON PLACE
MONDAY - FRIDAY 10-8

SATURDAY 10-5

REBATES 
UP TO

$3,500
on

Clearance 
on ! oor 

models up 
to 40 % off

DC
-0
00
03
22
98
3

(585)427-7300

Western New York’s
 Largest GE Dealer

We’re Dustless
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

377-7800 Rochester
Hardwood Floor, Inc.

D
C
-0
00

03
23

16
0

$169

Mon./Wed./Fri. 10-8; Tues./Thurs. 10-6; Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-4

New Year’s

OPEN
NEW YEAR'S DAY

10-4

ROCNews

The door that allows the Bornean
orangutans to go outside stays open,
even in the winter. Temperatures in
their native rainforest top 100 degrees
so you’d think they might stick to heat-
ed parts of the Seneca Park Zoo. But
the orangutans go outside to make
snowballs and put them in piles, just as
the kids who come to observe them
might.

Orangutans, which share about 97
percent of our DNA, are among man’s
closest relatives. This has not stopped
us from destroying their habitat and
driving them toward extinction. 

Part of the Seneca Park Zoo’s mis-
sion is to preserve the Bornean orang-
utan in the wild. So Jeff Wyatt, the Di-
rector of Animal Health and Conserva-
tion, recently went to the south Asian
island of Borneo to help people improve
the health of their domestic goats and
cattle. 

For example, he gave lessons on
making vitamin supplements for these
animals, by mixing salt, clay and egg-
shells and baking the mixture in the
sun. He encouraged farmers to dip
grass in salt water and dry it, to make
tastier morsels for goats and cows. 

What has this got to do with orang-
utans? 

The strategy stems from the idea
that people aren’t destroying the rain-
forest because they hate nature; they
are doing it to make a living. They clear
trees to get access to fertile soil for
planting. They sell logs to buy food.
Preaching conservation won’t be effec-
tive without alternatives to meet those

needs. Or as Health In Harmony’s
website puts it, “When families must
choose between saving a child or sav-
ing a rainforest, we all suffer.” 

This nonprofit organization looks for
strategies that improve the health of
people, animals and the environment.
An example is the organization’s Goats
for Widows program. For $250, donors
can provide a pair of goats to widows
who live near Gunung Palung National
Park’s peat and cloud forest, home to 10
percent of the world’s wild Bornean
orangutans.

The goats produce manure that is
“like gold,” said Wyatt. More fertile soil
gives farmers less of an incentive to
clear rainforest to make new farmland.
Better farming opportunities offer
alternatives to illegal logging. 

On a trip to observe the Goats for
Widows program two years ago, Wyatt
observed that the goats weren’t as
healthy as they could have been. They
suffered with malnutrition and worms.
About half of the baby goats were dy-
ing.

So he went back earlier this month,
to help teach the widows and other
farmers some goat and cow herd health
improvement techniques. Over two
weeks, he and veterinarian Andrew

Winterborn offered workshops on live-
stock nutrition, parasitism, housing
conditions, hoof health and reproduc-
tion. 

Wyatt said that the people he met in
Borneo were warm and incredibly gen-
erous, teaching him some of their own
recipes for natural dewormers and

vitamin tonics. He will return next
year, hoping to find healthier livestock.
Hoping that healthier goats and cows
might one day result in healthier orang-
utans. 

“It’s an investment in animal health
to ultimately save the rainforest,” he
said. 

Zoo vet helps goats to save orangutans
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Jeff Wyatt,
the Director
of Animal
Health and
Conservation
at the Seneca
Park Zoo,
shows Ibu
Setyawati, a
Bornean
widow, how
to examine
the body
condition of a
goat. PROVIDED
BY ANDREW
WINTERBORN

The financially trou-
bled private ambulance
company serving Roch-
ester and cities and towns
in 20 other states has
agreed to pay the federal
government $2.8 million
to settle allegations that it
defrauded Medicare.

John Leonardo, U.S.
attorney for Arizona,
where Rural/Metro Corp.
is based, said that be-
tween 2007 and 2011 vari-
ous ambulance compa-
nies, including those
serving Syracuse and
Corning, billed Medicare
for emergency patient
trips when the calls were
not emergencies. The
practice led to substan-
tially higher payments
from Medicare for the
services.

Rural/Metro, which is

seeking Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy protection, did not
admit wrongdoing in the
settlement. In a state-
ment, the company said it
agreed to pay the govern-
ment to avoid the cost of
litigation and that the set-
tlement would not im-
pede its bankruptcy ef-
forts.

The company has pro-

vided ambulance service
in Rochester since 1988,
and is currently in the
second year of a four-
year contract. The con-
tract is one of Rural/Met-
ro’s 10 largest in terms of
call volume.

City officials have ac-
knowledged having con-
cerns with Rural/Metro’s
finances, but have also
said the company is meet-
ing its contractual obliga-
tions.

“The city of Rochester
continues to closely mon-
itor the contract agree-
ments made with all of
our service providers, in-
cluding Rural/Metro,”
said city spokesman Ga-
ry Walker. “The company
is meeting its service and
contractual require-
ments.” 
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Rural/Metro will pay $2.8
million to avoid litigation
costs. FILE PHOTO

A Greece police offi-
cer whose quick actions
helped save lives during
the 2012 Christmas Eve
shootings on Lake Road in
Webster has retired from
the police force.

Officer Jon Ritter’s
last day at work was
Thursday. He had been
with the Greece Police
Department since 1993.

“We are all aware of
Jon’s valiant efforts
while being engaged with
gunfire at the West Web-
ster incident last year,
but most do not know Jon
as the excellent police of-

ficer he is, providing over
twenty years of service to
the Greece community,”
said Police Chief Todd
Baxter. “For example,
Jon played a instrumen-
tal part as an evidence
technician during the re-
cent triple homicide in-
vestigation, collecting
key evidence in Ohio and
then providing skilled
testimony that helped
lead to the three convic-
tions.”

During his time with
Greece police, Ritter has
been awarded multiple
Distinguished Service
Awards and commenda-
tion medals and was
named Officer of the

Month for December
2012, Baxter said.

On Christmas Eve
2012, Ritter was off-duty
and heading to work
when he drove into the
“kill zone” on Lake Road
where a gunman who had
lit his house on fire am-
bushed four West Web-
ster firefighters, killing
two.

A bullet pierced his
windshield and Ritter, un-
armed at the time, backed
his truck up to the nearest
intersection in order to
block the road and pre-
vent others from moving
into danger.

For his actions, he re-
ceived numerous awards
and citations, including
honors from the Greece
Rotary Club and the Mon-
roe County Legislature.

Ritter could not be
reached for comment.
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Greece Police Officer Jon Ritter after being honored by the Greece Rotary during a
luncheon ceremony in February for his actions during the West Webster fire in
December 2012. SHAWN DOWD/STAFF FILE PHOTO 2013

Officer Jon Ritter retires
from Greece police
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“We are all aware of
Jon’s valiant efforts
... last year; but
most do not know
Jon as the excellent
police officer he is.” 

TODD BAXTER
Greece Police Chief 


