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Rotterdam Zoo s Conservation 

Festival 

Angela Glatston, Rotterdam Zoo 



History 

ÅBernhardine fund started 1995 

ïNamed after elephant 

ïFunded from budget and fundraising 
events 

ÅThandiza fund started 2000 

ïFor African projects 

ïNamed for the word meaning To 
Help  in Chichewa 

ïFunded by Unilever 



All change 

ÅEconomic crisis hit Rotterdam Zoo in 

2011 

ïCity reduced funding to zero over 3 years 

ïOrganisation has changed and jobs have 

been lost 

ïHowever zoos wanted to retain 

conservation activities 

ïThese can no longer be funded from 

normal budget 

 



New funding 

ÅConservation now 

has to be funded 

from: 

ïVolunteers guided tour 

programme 

ïAnimal adoptions 

ïSpecial events and 

activities 

And, in the future:  

ZOOWild  



What is ZOOWild 

Our annual conservation festival 

ÅIt a family event 

ÅHeld in the school vacation  

ÅDiscusses conservation issues 

ÅShowcases our conservation activities: 

ïBreeding programmes, in situ, education, 

habitat, sustainability, platform 

ÅAnd raises money 





Choices 

Why the name  

ÅReflects the relationship between 

zoos and the wild 

ÅZOOWild = Sooo Wild  in Dutch  

Why the autumn 

ÅPragmatic 

ÅBut season of preparation  



Kids  workshops 


