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Jeremy Hance 
 

+ Mongabay staff writer since 2007. 
+ Written over 2000 articles 
+ Author of Life is Good: Conservation in an Age 
of Mass Extinction 
+Traveled abroad to cover environmental issues 
in the Amazon, Borneo, southern Africa, and the 
Caribbean.  
 
 



MONGABAY.COM 
 

- Conservation and environmental 
science news site  

- Founded by Rhett A. Butler in 
1999 

- 2.5M visitors/month 
- Staff: 3 full-time 
- Other contributors: interns, 

freelancers, etc. (<5% of posts)  
- Business model: 95% advertizing  



 
 

Animals  
in the 

Media: 
 
 
 
 

How to get your 
conservation 

stories told right 
 

 



WORKING WITH 
JOURNALISTS 
           
+ Be proactive – don’t wait for 
journalists to contact you 
+ Reach out via email or press 
release 
+ Briefly introduce yourself and 
your story 
 



QUOTES 
+ Prepare quotes for a 
general audience 
+ Spend time crafting them 
+ Tell a story : your day job 
is not boring! 
+ Show your enthusiasm! 



 
 
 
 

QUOTE EXAMPLES 
Poor quote: Our data, based on bayesian 
analysis, found that N. cyclotis Is a 
crepuscular frugivore highly dependent on 
primary forest.  
 
Good quote: We spent weeks in the remote 
jungles of Papua New Guinea battling rain, 
bugs, and landslides to learn that the little-
known, and wonderfully-named, round-
eared tube-nosed fruit bat requires 
untouched forest for survival. Almost 
nothing is known about this remarkable 
species , but we hope our new study will 
lead to more interest and conservation 
action.  



PHOTOS 
+ Photos are vital to any 

conservation story! 
 

+ Whenever possible, send 
high-quality and eye-

catching photos – don’t 
leave it up to the journalist 

 
+ Also provide  in-depth 

captions and context 
whenever possible 



TELLING COMPLICATED STORIES 
 

+ No need to dumb it down 
 

+ Don’t avoid controversy 
 
+ Give your opinion and back it up with evidence 
 

+ Know that the journalist will likely seek out other opinions 



THE FULL PICTURE: 
GLOBAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS 
 
+We are in an age of a global environmental 
crisis: climate change, ocean acidification, 
overexploitation, deforestation, and mass 
extinction among other.  
 
+Where appropriate, I believe these issues 
must be discussed in conservation-related 
articles 
 
+Don’t wait for journalists to ask about these 
issues, make sure you bring them up 



Once the article 
is published: 
PROMOTE 
 

+ Social media is key 
 
+ Inform supporters and 
fundraisers 
 
+ Use story in promotional 
materials 
 



IF ARTICLE IS 
NOT WHAT YOU 

EXPECTED 
 
+ Remember journalists often 
have specific constraints and 
objectives 
 
+ Journalists are people too – 
stay professional (and polite) 
 
+ Correct errors of fact, but 
it’s not your place to edit 
article for content 



WHY THIS MATTERS 
 

+ Good conservation stories lead 
to  greater environmental 

awareness and a appreciation for 
the natural world 

 
+Stories can lead to impacts on 

the ground: funding, new 
connections,  greater interest 

  
+  An example: the little dodo of 

Samoa 



Fealele Enoka, field assistant, holding a Mao. Stirnemann 
says: 'he is an excellent tree climber. He free climbed to the 
Mao nests no ropes 26 meters. Working to inspire the future 
conservationists like him is one of my missions so that they 
can take over the ultimately run the projects.' Photo by: 
Rebecca Stirnemann.  

Photos and 
caption 
provided by 
researcher 

Excellent caption for 
photo to the left 
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