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Further planned activities include raising awareness within the local 

communities, creating socio-economic incentives for the local 

communities and conducting a feasibility study for future reintroduction. 

Once, the Northern River Terrapin, Batagur baska, was widely spread in India, Bangladesh and Myanmar. Today - with less than 10 

known females  - the species can be considered ecologically dead and unable to survive without major ex situ and in situ conservation 

efforts. It is currently listed as one of the three rarest turtle species. 

Project Batagur baska was initiated by Vienna Zoo in 2010 together with Asian turtle experts Peter and Reiner Praschag and is closely 

cooperating with the Turtle Survival Aliance and the IUCN Freshwater Turtle and Tortoises Specialist Group. It is supported by the 

Zoological Society of Species and Populations (ZGAP) and is a WAZA branded conservation project.  

Project Batagur baska currently consists of several emergency measures to ensure the species does not disappear completely.  
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Search and collection of remaining specimens:  

Project field coordinator Rupali Ghosh continues to 

look for and purchase animals, especially females, 

from local fishermen. The current price for 1 kg of live 

B.baska is ú 38,-.  

Conservation and breeding 

center at Bhawal National 

Park, Bangladesh:  

Collected animals are 

transferred into two ponds at 

the breeding station. In 2012 

24 offspring hatched out of 

five nests, thus almost 

doubled the existing known 

population. In 2013 61 

hatchlings were born. 

Studbook compilation:  

Genetic analysis of founder animals will be carried out by University of 

Taipei to improve management of the population.  

PR and fundraising 

activities at the 

Vienna Zoo:  

Vienna Zoo is funding 

field coordinator Rupali 

Ghosh. All running 

costs of the station in 

Bangladesh could 

successfully be covered 

through fundraising 

activities at the Vienna 

Zoo during the last 

three years.  

Captive breeding and reproductive research 

at Vienna Zoo, Austria  

Vienna Zoo currently keeps 2,2,2 B.baska and 

is the first captive institution which successfully 

hatched and reared offspring. 

Field surveys: 

Until 2013 no confirmed records existed 

of wild populations despite a 3-year 

long search. Just recently members of 

Project Batagur baska discovered 

several subadult animals in the 

Sundarbans.  

Batagur  baska  -  male  Batagur  baska  ï female  

X- ray  shows  well developed  eggs  

Egg- laying  in a water  basin  1 hour  after hormonal stimulation   

After 63 days  of  incubation  ï the  first  hatchling   

A breeding  group  relased  in the  breeding  pond  in Dezember 2011.        

Two  females  and  one  male B.baska  for  sale  by  a local  fisherman .  Project field  coordinator  Rupali Gosh  on the  way  to  a turtle hunterós home  to  negotiate .  

Rupali Gosh , Peter Praschag and  Toni Weissenbacher at  the  breeding  center  at  Bhawal  Nationalpark.       B.Baska  nest  protected  against  lizards  and  monitors . Animal  keeper  Noorum  with  B.baska  hatchlings  from  2013.  

Rupali, Makshud  and Saidul  with recently discovered wild 
specimens of B.baska    


